HOWTO
MONOGRAM

FLAG NECKTIES
J:

Hi, I'm David from MyTies.net.

In this tutorial, I'll show you how to add a monogram
using Zazzle'sonline designer.

It only takes a few minutes, and the result is a
meaningful custom gift.

We’'ll be using the Albania flag necktie during this
tutorial. However,you can use the same steps to add
a monogramto any of the 200 flag neckties in this
collection.

Let's get started.
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1. From the Albania necktie product pagein Zazzle,
click on EDITTHISDESIGN.



2. Click on LAYERStoopen the left-hand panel.



3. Togetfamiliar with the pattern, let's click on the
PREVIEWwindow.



4. Topreviewthe design, click on the thumbnails on
the left side of the largeimage.

| find the bottom three previewsthe most helpful in
evaluating patterns.

Once you are familiar with the pattern, click the Xin
the upper right-hand corner to close the window and
return to the art board.



5. Thepattern is based on a singlettile. Ifit is not
selected, click the tile namein the layerspanelandit
will be highlighted on the art board.



6. Change the ROTATEsettingin the right-hand panel
to 45°.

Thisnew angle aligns the pattern with the bottom trim
of the necktie (the pointy end). Thismakes it easier to
integrate a monogramwithin the pattern.

Now we need to create a background for our
monogram.

Todo that, click on ELEMENTSintheleft panel.




7. Click on the square under CONFIGURABLE
SHAPES.Thiswill place a square element on the art
board.



8. Thesquare element on the art board is verylarge
and appearsto haveblotted out the pattern, but
there's no need to be concerned.

Usingthe SCALEoptionin the right-hand panel, click
on the - button severaltimes to shrink the square until
it fits on the necktie.




9. Now enter 45° in the ROTATEfield.Thiswill turn the
square into a diamond.
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10. Click on the LAYERSiconin the left-hand panel.
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11. Inthe layerspanel, click the pattern file name to
selectit.

Onthe art board, click and dragthe pattern tile,
centering it overthe diamond element.
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12. Centering guidelines should appear on the art
board when you havethe pattern tile centered over
the diamond element. It may be difficult to see
because of the pattern.

Once you'vedone this, the entire pattern on the art
board may shift slightly.
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13. It's likely the diamond shaped element is not
exactly the same size as the pattern tile at this point. If
not, in the layers panel, click on the rectangle (that's
the diamond shaped element on the art board).
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14. Resizethe diamond shaped element by using the
SCALEoption in the right-hand panel.

Increase or decrease the size of the diamond shaped
element by using the + or - buttons.

Resizethe diamond shaped element so that it is
slightly largerthan the pattern tile.
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15. In the right-hand panel, select FILLCOLOR.Then,
click on the eyedroppertool located below the color
swatches.
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16. Movethe eyedroppertool overan area of the
pattern that is black and click.

Thiswill become the background color for the
monogram.
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17.In most cases, at this point we would use a
medicine dropper tool to select a border color for our
monogram background.

However, in this case, our background doesn't need a
borderto stand out againstthe pattern, so we'll skip
that step.

We'll set the border thickness of the diamond element
to 0, which removesthe border altogether.
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18. In the left-hand panel, click the texticon.
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19. Now click the ADD TEXTbutton.
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20. Enteraninitial in the pop-up window, and click
OK.
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21. In the right-hand panel, click FONT.
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22. Select a type font, then select a color (youmay
use the eyedroppertool to select a color from the
pattern, if youlike), and select a font size that fits

within the diamond background.

a
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23. Click and dragthe monogram, centering it within
the diamond shape background. Centering guidelines
should appear when you have centered the text over
the diamond.

However,many times type fonts don't appear
centered evenwhen guidelines indicate they are.

Tomake subtle changesto the type position, use the
LINESPACINGoption in the right panel. Tryincreasing
or decreasing line spacing using the up and down
arrows on the control.
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Once you have the monogram and the background
centered, click on the LAYERSiconin the left panel.
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24. In the LAYERSpanel,while holding down the
SHIFTKEY,click on both the text item and the

rectangle (that's the monogram and its background on
the art board).

Position your mouse overthe monogramon the art
board and right-click, then select GROUP.
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25. Fromthe pulldown menu at the top of the screen,
select ALIGNand then select the ALIGNTOBOTTOM
icon.

Thiswill move the monogramto the bottom of the
necktie. (Youcan manually dragthe monogramto the
bottom of the necktie, but usingthe alignfunction
keepsit centered.)

Now scroll down.
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26. Holding your shift key down, dragthe monogram
upward until its bottom point is just abovethe angled
trim of the necktie. Tryto position the monogram’s
diamond shaped backgroundso that it fits within the
background pattern.
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28. Check the positioning of the monogramusing the
preview window.

28



29. Therolled tie preview will giveyou a close-up look
at how well your monogramis positioned. Tryto nestle
it into the backgroundpattern so that it fits between
the flags. Youmay need to adjust the position of the
monogramand check its position with this preview
severaltimes until you getthe result youlike.

Toclose the preview, click the Xin the upper right-
hand corner of the window and you will return to the
art board.
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30. Onefinal task to complete. We need to copy our
altered pattern to the backside of the necktie.

First, select the pattern tile in the LAYERSpanel.

Moveyour mouse to the selected tile pattern on the
art board and right-click. Choose COPY.

In the LAYERSpanel, select BACK.That will take us to
the backside of the necktie.

30



31. Onthe back of the tie, right-click on the selected
pattern tile and choose DELETE.Thisdelete the old
pattern tile.
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32. Right-click on the empty art board and choose

PASTE.
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33. Click the DONEDbutton in the upper right-hand
corner.
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34. Youcan do one last preview of your necktie by
clicking the thumbnails on the left side.

Once you're satisfied, click the ADD TOCARTbutton
to beginthe purchase process.
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Quick Tip

Create a Zazzle Account:

*Your designs will be savedin case of system
interruption

*You can work across multiple sessions
*You can share your designs online
*No credit card required

*Sign-up link located at top of screenfirst time you
use Zazzledesigner 2

In closing, here’s a quick tip: Create a free Zazzle
account before you begin.

Yourdesigns will be saved automatically, so youcan
return later if your session ends.

It also lets you share your creations with others—no
credit card required.

Signupusing link at top of screenfirst time youuse
Zazzle designer.
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MYTIES.NET

Explore over 200 customizable flag necktie designs at
MyTies.net.

Addyourinitials, makeit yours,and create a
meaningful gift you’ll be proud to wear or share.
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